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COMPOSER'S NOTE

This songs in this cycle all deal with either ghosts, children, or ghosts and children.
They all address issues of birth and youth or aging and death. The poems come from
across a period of three-hundred years and mix British and American authors, but,
as I was putting together the texts for this cycle, I was fascinated by how
extraordinarily similar issues and perspectives kept arising. The relationship between
birth and death was particularly interesting to me and so I chose to build the cycle
around this theme. The poems are connected by their undramatic character,
ambiguous emotional valency, and personal tone - often using the first-person voice -
and so they seemed to me to make sense together as a statement coming from a solo
singer. The rich and colourful character of the whole ensemble is reserved for the
final movement, with the first six movements all using different subsets of the
ensemble to lend each song its own distinctive atmosphere.



TEXTS

1) Because I could not stop for Death
Emily Dickinson (1830-1886)

Because I could not stop for Death-
He kindly stopped for me-

The Carriage held but just Ourselves-
And Immortality.

We slowly drove- He knew no haste
And I had put away

My labour and my leisure too,

For His Civility-

We passed the School, where Children strove
At Recess- in the Ring-

We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain-

We passed the Setting Sun-

Or rather- He passed us-

The Dews drew quivering and chill-
For only Gossamer, my Gown-

My Tippet- only Tulle-

We paused before a House that seemed
A Swelling of the Ground-

The Roof was scarcely visible-

The Cornice- in the Ground-

Since then- 'tis Centuries- and yet
Feels shorter than the Day

I first surmised the Horses' Heads
Were t’'ward Eternity-

2) Aliens
Amy Lowell (1874-1925)

The chatter of little people
Breaks on my purpose

3) Ghosts
Anne Sexton (1928-1974)

Some ghosts are women,

neither abstract nor pale,

their breasts as limp as killed fish.
Not witches, but ghosts

who come, moving their useless arms
like forsaken servants.

Not all ghosts are women,

I have seen others;

fat, white-bellied men,

wearing their genitals like old rags.
Not devils, but ghosts.

This one thumps barefoot, lurching
above my bed.

But that isn't all.

Some ghosts are children.

Not angels, but ghosts;

curling like pink tea cups

on any pillow, or kicking,

showing their innocent bottoms, wailing
for Lucifer.

4) Before the birth of one of her children
Anne Bradstreet (1612-1672)

All things within this fading world hath end,
Adpversity doth still our joys attend;

No ties so strong, no friends so dear and sweet,
But with death's parting blow are sure to meet.
We both are ignorant, yet love bids me

These farewell lines to recommend to thee,
That when the knot's untied that made us one,

I may seem thine, who in effect am none.

And if I see not half my days that's due,

What nature would, God grant to yours and you;
The many faults that well you know I have

Let be interred in my oblivious grave;

If any worth or virtue were in me,

Let that live freshly in thy memory

And when thou feel'st no grief, as I no harmes,
Yet love thy dead, who long lay in thine arms,
And if chance to thine eyes shall bring this verse,
With some sad sighs honor my absent hearse;
And kiss this paper for thy dear love's sake,

Who with salt tears this last farewell did take.

Like the water-drops which slowly wear the rocks to powder.

And while I laugh
My spirit crumbles at their teasing touch.



5) I do not speak
Stevie Smith (1902-1971)

I do not ask for mercy for understanding for peace
And in these heavy days I do not ask for release
I do not ask that suffering shall cease.

I do not pray to God to let me die
To give an ear attentive to my cry
To pause in his marching and not hurry by.

I do not ask for anything I do not speak
I do not question and I do not seek
I used to in the day when I was weak.

Now I am strong and lapped in sorrow
As in a coat of magic mail and borrow
From Time today and care not for tomorrow.

6) Infant Sorrow
William Blake (1757-1827)

My mother groaned, my father wept,
Into the dangerous world I leapt;
Helpless, naked, piping loud,

Like a fiend hid in a cloud.

Struggling in my father's hands,
Striving against my swaddling bands,
Bound and weary, I thought best

To sulk upon my mother's breast.

7) Dream Land
Christina Rosetti (1830-1894)

Where sunless rivers weep
Their waves into the deep,
She sleeps a charmed sleep:
Awake her not.

Led by a single star,

She came from very far

To seek where shadows are
Her pleasant lot.

She left the rosy morn,

She left the fields of corn,

For twilight cold and lorn

And water springs.

Through sleep, as through a veil,
She sees the sky look pale,

And hears the nightingale

That sadly sings.

Rest, rest, a perfect rest
Shed over brow and breast;
Her face is toward the west,
The purple land.

She cannot see the grain
Ripening on hill and plain;
She cannot feel the rain
Upon her hand.

Rest, rest, for evermore

Upon a mossy shore;

Rest, rest at the heart's core
Till time shall cease:

Sleep that no pain shall wake;
Night that no morn shall break
Till joy shall overtake

Her perfect peace.

'Ghosts', copyright Estate of Anne Sexton, c/o Sterling Lord Literistic

'T do not speak’, copyright Estate of Stevie Smith, c¢/o Faber and Faber
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